


     If Monte Alverno Retreat 
& Spirituality Center has 
enriched your life or the life 
of someone close to you, 
please consider 
remembering Monte Alverno 
in your will. 

   Your generosity in this 
manner will enable the 
Center to be available to 
many more people for years 
to come. 

New Staff Members (Continued from pg. 1)          
in Rensselear, IN. He did 
graduate work in theology at St. 
Francis Seminary in Milwaukee. 
He has a certificate of leadership 
from the University of Wisconsin 
extension. He has worked in a 
variety of ministries, most recently 
at St. Lawrence Seminary, Mt. 
Calvary, WI. He was spiritual 
director as well as a manager of 
student services. Prior to that he 
was on the staff at St. Anthony 
Retreat Center in Marathon, WI. 

     Besides being involved in the 
retreat center retreats and other 

programs, Sr. Marsaia and Br. 
Carl are available for spiritual 
direction. Sister is also available 
for directed retreats. Sister 
Marsaia will also assume 
responsibility for music during 
retreat programs. Br. Carl will 
begin to learn Br. John Kocian’s 
work in the kitchen, purchasing 
food for the Center. 

     We thank both of them for their 
willingness and eagerness to 
share their gifts with the other 
staff and with our retreatants and 
guests. 

• “The weekend seemed almost too short. I looked forward to it for a 
number of weeks and like a quiet vacation the end came rapidly.” 

• “Every time I am here I experience God in such a deep, personal 
way and every time can see a little more clearly the person God 
has called me to be.” 

• “Even in the rain...and snow, this place is like coming home! It is a 
wonderful time to be alone in silence and listen to God’s voice 
within.” 

• “This was my first time on retreat and was nervous - unsure what 
to expect. I felt very comfortable and safe (at home) - I will come 
again.” 

• “As soon as I step on the grounds I feel comfort, peace and joy. 
For this weekend I can put my cares to rest and cope better at 
home.” 

• “More than I expected!! It was nice and quiet and peaceful!” 

• “I enjoy the silence of being alone with God on a one-to-one basis 
with no interruptions.” 

• “When I am here it is like ‘coming home.’ Like going to Grandma’s 
for the weekend. So much care and love, the warmth wraps right 
around me.” 

Retreatants’ Comments 

Fr. Keith Clark, OFM Cap,   
Director 

Fr. Adrian Staehler, OFM Cap 

Sr. Marlsaia Kaster, FSCC 

Br. Carl Schaefer, OFM Cap 

Br. John Kocian, OFM Cap 

   Fr. Keith, Sr. Marsaia and 
Br. Carl are available for   spir-
itual direction. Fr. Keith, Fr. 
Adrian and Sr. Marsaia are 
available for private directed 
retreats. Contact Monte       
Alverno Retreat & Spirituality 
Center for more information. 

Preaching Staff 
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      A Woman’s Journey to God 
Series: “Wonderfully, Beautifully 
Fashioned ...” Join us on Oct. 25th 
for an evening of reflection and fun 
as we explore something of the 
divine intention of the Master Artist 
and the qualities He has given to 
this clay which we are. Participants 
will leave with an object they have 
created. Clay will be provided. 

Presenter: Sr. Marsaia Kaster, 
FSCC 

Time: 5:30 pm (supper) - 9 pm 

     Suggested offering: $25 ($18 
program only). For meal preparation 
purposes, pre-registration is 
requested. Contact Monte Alverno, 
920-733-8526 or email 
montealverno@juno.com. Future 
evenings: April 24th & October 
23rd, 2012.  

Special Evening 
Program for Women 

montealverno.org thecapuchins.org 

Hermitage Experience Available 

     After Fr. Ellis Zimmer retired 
from active ministry at Monte     
Alverno he decided to concentrate 
more on prayer and solitude. His 
hermitage, built with the help of his 
family, gave him an opportunity to 
have both. Fr. Ellis died last    Jan-
uary so a decision on the building 
needed to be made. 

     With the expert help of Tom    
Oudenhoven, Jim Ritchie, our facility 
manager, refurbished the hermitage. 
This small one room building has a 
bathroom with a sink and toilet. It is        
surrounded by trees and faces the river. 
The hermitage is set aside for those 
wanting a time of solitude and prayer.  

     There are some final projects related to the use of the 
hermitage that need to be completed this fall prior to the 
hermitage being made available to prospective users. 
Watch the website, montealverno.org, for final details and 
guidelines.  

are coming just for the        
opportunity to be still and al-
low God to touch them. 
Three years ago people 
came just for the quiet 476 
times; last year people came 
1,301 times! 

     Some people came for a 
day or part of a day. Others came for several 
days. 

     If the idea appeals to you, just contact Jane 
and make arrangements for your own time away 
just to be quiet enough to hear what God might 
be saying. Maybe something new might happen 
for you, too.              
                    Fr. Keith 

     What’s new? Well, you’ve already read about 
two new members to Monte Alverno’s staff. And 
you’ve read about the new retreat theme for next 
year. Besides that, we’re getting a much needed 
new roof! 

     I also learned recently that there is something 
new which has been occurring so gradually that I 
didn’t notice until Jane pointed it out to me. Our re-
treats and other programs attract people to Monte 
Alverno. That’s been going on for a long time. 

     What’s new is that the place itself has such ap-
peal as a quiet place that more and more people 

The Last Word 
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Suggested Offerings for 2012 
Weekend/Midweek   $160.00
(2 nights, 5 meals) 

Evening Program with meal: $  25.00 

Evening Program without meal:  $  18.00 

Day Program with dinner $  30.00 

Private Retreat (24 hours) $  60.00 
(overnight & 3 meals) 

Directed Retreat (24 hours) $  75.00 
(overnight & 3 meals) 

“At Home” Retreat  $ 100.00 

Preached Retreats (6 day)  $ 450.00 

Directed Retreats (6 day) $ 450.00 

Group rates per day available by 
contacting the office. 

Participants are asked to invest in Monte 
Alverno’s future. Pricing does not reflect 
actual costs. Scholarships are available. 

 

Reservations for any program can be 
made by completing the application 
form below, by calling Monte Alverno 
at (920) 733-8526, or by registering                                                                          

1000 N Ballard Rd 
Appleton WI  54911-5198 

montealverno.org   (920) 733-8526 thecapuchins.org 

Attached is my offering of $20.00 for my retreat Reservation 

on _____________   (This amount will apply to the total for my retreat).                          
 Date 

Name:______________________________________________________________                          
 First Name                                                            Last Name 

Spouse's Name: _________________  Email: ______________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________    Zip: _________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________ 

Parish: ____________________________________________________________ 

Is this your first retreat here?      Yes [   ]    No [   ] 

Make check payable to: Monte Alverno Retreat & Spirituality Center 

Monte Alverno Retreat & Spirituality Center Application Form 

1000 N. Ballard Rd, Appleton, WI 54911-5198 

online at www.montealverno.org. The 
2012 schedule of programs is          
provided as an insert in this DIGEST. 
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